[Open fractures caused by gunshot in civilian practice. Apropos of 31 cases].
The authors report their experience of the treatment of 31 gunshot open fractures in civilian practice. The fractures, comminuted in two thirds of cases, were produced by various fire-arms. Two vascular injuries were observed. Conservative treatment was performed in 80% of cases. 13 septic complications were observed (6 superficial and 7 deep infections). The were also 7 cases of delayed union, 3 mal unions and 7 cases of joint stiffness. To improve the prognosis of these lesions, the authors emphasize that surgeons must be familiar with ballistic wounds and carry out an early initial and appropriate treatment.